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Weeping Over Jerusalem
- Nehemiah -
Nehemiah felt despair over the condition of Jerusalem. The book of Nehemiah is a part of the story of the Jews return to Jerusalem after captivity in Babylon. This return involved rebuilding the city of Jerusalem, rebuilding the Temple and restoring the true worship of the Almighty God. Ezra, the priest, led a return to Israel to restored worship in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. Nehemiah, who was a contemporary of Ezra, led another return. He was a cupbearer to king Artaxerxes. He returned to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem. Nehemiah did more than just rebuild the wall he helped restore the people from despair to a new walk with God. The rebuilding of the city and the Temple was very important because it was in Jerusalem and at the Temple that God promised to meet with the people of Israel.

Jerusalem was in ruin but with the help of God, good leadership and a willingness to work the wall, the city and the Temple were rebuilt. The book of Nehemiah is the story of a new beginning. It helps us see that lives can be rescued from ruin. In the book of Nehemiah we see the value to depending upon the power and blessing of God instead of human wisdom. Without God's part this process of rebuilding could never have taken place. The book of Nehemiah teaches us that with God"s help we can change ourselves and the world around us. At this time the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and the gates had been burned with fire. It was time to rebuild. In order to accomplish this great task of rebuilding Nehemiah prayed. As he prayed (1) He focused on the character of God, (2) He repented of personal sins, (3) He remembered God"s precious promises, and (4) He asked for help to begin this great work.
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Verses 1-4
Sad words concerning Jerusalem -- Nehemiah 1:1-4 : Nehemiah is identified as the son of Hachaliah. He served in Shushan, the palace of the king of Persia. This is where Esther had lived and served as queen. (Esther 1:2) This great book teaches us that (1) God really cares about His people, (2) He desires to see His work accomplished, and (3) He wants His people to be faithful and prosper. The story of the Book of Nehemiah is that Nehemiah is allowed to lead a group of people to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall and help restore the city. Hanani, one of Nehemiah"s brothers and some other men came to visit Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 7:2) He asked them concerning the conditions in Jerusalem and the welfare of the Jews that were there.

Nehemiah found out that the city was still in disarray, the walls were broken down and the people were facing great difficulties. It had been about 90 years sense the first group returned and still the conditions are this horrible. These problems deeply grieved Nehemiah. The people had returned to rebuild and restore the nation but the goal had not been accomplished. Nehemiah"s reaction to the sad word that he heard was, "When I heard this, I sat down and cried. Then for several days, I mourned; I went without eating to show my sorrow, and I prayed." The report that he had received was very disheartening to Nehemiah.

Verses 5-7
Nehemiah"s prayer to God Nehemiah 1:5-7 : Nehemiah knew that the first thing that needed to be done was to seek God"s help so he prayed diligently. His desire was to please the Almighty. Nehemiah began his prayer by exalting God and His greatness. He said, "Lord God of heaven, you are great and fearsome. And you faithfully keep your promises to everyone who loves you and obeys your commands." Nehemiah honored and praised God for His greatness, power and faithfulness. God keeps His covenant. He shows mercy to those who love Him and keep His commands. Jehovah has made great promise to man and He keeps those promises. If the covenant between man and God is broken you can be sure that it was broken by man and not by God. God is a God of mercy. God"s nature gives us reason to believe, hope and pray.

The prayer of Nehemiah involved a confession of sin. He confessed his personal sins and the sins of the people. He prayed, "I am your servant, so please have mercy on me and answer the prayer that I make day and night for these people of Israel who serve you. I, my family, and the rest of your people have sinned by choosing to disobey you and the laws and teachings you gave to your servant Moses." Nehemiah begged for God to hear and answer these prayers that he brought before Him day and night.

Verse 8-9
Remembering God"s promise -- Nehemiah 1:8-9 : Nehemiah"s prayer recalled the promise that God had made to Moses. "Please remember the promise you made to Moses. You told him that if we were unfaithful, you would scatter us among foreign nations. But you also said that no matter how far away we were, we could turn to you and start obeying your laws. Then you would bring us back to the place where you have chosen to be worshiped." This promise is found in several places. Deuteronomy 4:25-31 is an example. Because of evil they would "utterly perish from off the land." They would be "scattered among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen." But in the latter days if they would seek the Lord and turn to Him He would, by His mercy restore them to a right relationship with god and to their home land. God had kept His word in this matter. Nehemiah was now asking God to keep the second part of His promise to bring the people home when they repented and bless them again in the land. God has always been willing to forgive sinful people upon the condition of repentance and humble obedience.

Verse 10-11
A request for mercy -- Nehemiah 1:10-11 : Nehemiah was the king"s cupbearer. He prayed that he could find mercy from the king to journey to Jerusalem to help to rebuild and restore the wall. He also asked God for help. He saw a great work that needed to be done but he did not proceed until he asked God for help. This request was made on the part of God"s people, His servants. These were people that God had "redeemed by His great power and by His strong hand. Nehemiah asked God to answer his prayer and the prayer of other servants of God. These were people who would gladly honor God"s name. Nehemiah asked God to help with the request that he would make to the king. He said, "When I serve the king his wine today, make him pleased with me and have him do what I ask." He truly wanted God to bless and prosper him in his request of the king. We will see the request as we continue our study in other chapters of Nehemiah. Nehemiah wanted the king to allow him to go to Jerusalem to help the Jews deal with the problems he had heard about. With God"s help this great mission could be accomplished. Our strength and success come from God"s blessing in our life.
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Introduction
A Renewed Commitment to God
- Nehemiah Ten -
The Jews made a covenant with God that they would do better in their relationship with Him. We read, "And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it." (Nehemiah 9:38) The people had confessed their sins and prayed to God. They determined to do better and willingly put their names to the agreement. They felt a strong conviction for their sins. (Nehemiah 8) This led to a humble confession of sins. (Nehemiah 9) The result of the conviction they felt and the confession that they made was a covenant they made and signed before God. (Nehemiah 10)

The first 27 verses of Nehemiah 10 contain the names of many people who committed themselves to keep God"s covenant. Nehemiah was the first to sign the agreement. The heads of 22 priestly families signed the agreement as well as 17 Levites. The covenant also contained the names of the heads of 44 other leading families. They committed themselves to keeping the Law of God. The rest of the people are not specifically named yet they also agreed to obey God"s Law. They realized that a curse would come upon them if they failed to do the will of God. They specifically promised that they would not intermarry with pagans, and that they would keep the Sabbath day and the Sabbatical year. They also promised to give gifts to support the Temple. They promised, "We will not forsake the house of our God."
Verses 1-27
Those who signed the covenant -- Nehemiah 10:1-27 : The names of several leaders were signed, sealed and subscribed to the covenant that they made with God. These names were listed in the first verses of Nehemiah 10. This is the covenant that was referred to in Nehemiah 9:38. "And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it." The covenant was signed by Nehemiah, then the priest, the Levities and then by family leaders. Their actions were like that of signing a contract today. They signed their names to a written covenant and later they were expected to keep it. This chapter allows us to see some of the details of that covenant. One of the things that they committed themselves to was that they wanted to "keep God"s commandments." According to Exodus 24 Israel came into covenant with God. Then they made a sacrifice and sprinkle the blood of the animals on the book and on the people. Here, they were entering in on the same covenant of obedience to God by simply sealing and subscribing its written articles. The names are listed of those who were the representatives of the people as being the ones who both subscribed to and sealed this covenant. This was a good example of leadership both in signing and in keeping the covenant. The covenant was signed by Nehemiah, by 22 priests, 17 Levites and 44 chiefs of the people. They signed the covenant saying they would keep God"s law.

Verses 28-31
Others who joined in this covenant -- Nehemiah 10:28-29 :
The covenant promises that they made -- Nehemiah 10:30-31 :: In their covenant with God they promised that would not intermarry with the hearten nations. Many of the Jews had done that but they promised that it would not happen again. As we remember some of them had even divorced their good, faithful Jewish wives to marry foreign women! The Jews also promised to observe the Sabbath and to keep the Sabbatical year. Let us remember that the Jewish Sabbath Day was actually on Saturday. They promised to cease the practice of buying and selling on the Sabbath Day. They also covenanted not to be as harsh in the exacting of their debts as they had been in the past. (Nehemiah 5) People would be released from their debts on the Sabbatical year as God had commanded. Only the most stubborn of people will not correct the fault they have been told to correct.

Verses 32-39
What did the people promise to give -- Nehemiah 10:32-39 : The people make promises and ordinances that they would provide funds needed to do the work in the Temple. They determined to give a certain amount per person each year to accomplish this goal. This was a voluntary decision of the people to support the Temple work. They would be sure that the wood was provided to burn the sacrifices. These Jews also agreed to obey the laws of God regarding giving Him the firstfruits of the harvest and the firstborn of the people and animals. The gifts would be brought to the Temple and stored until they were needed. This store of good was to insure that the service to God in the Temple would not be neglected. Let us learn to uses whatever we have to the glory of God and to help build up his kingdom. If we give back to God anything less than what He deserves it is to rob Him. (Malachi 3:10) These Jews made a great resolve as they said, "We will not forsake the house of our God." Today the New Testament Church is the house of God. Those who do not forsake the house of God continue in the faith, grow in grace and labor in God"s vineyard. These faithful souls will bring forth fruit as they conscientiously obey the commandments of God. Let us also remember to make our offerings so that the work of God can be successfully carried on.
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